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WHAT IS CONSIDERED GAMBLING 
A person gambles when he or she:

(1) Plays a game of chance or skill for money or other 
thing of value.

(2) Makes a wager upon the result of any game, contest, 
political nomination or election.

(3) Operates, keeps, owns, uses, purchases, or exhibits 
any gambling device including sports pools, strip cards, 
tournament brackets, parley cards, dice games used for 
free drinks or money.  

(4) Owns or possesses any book, instrument or apparatus 
with bets or wagers recorded or registered.

(5) Sells pools upon the result of any game or contest 
including any 50/50 raffle conducted without a license 
or any other raffle where you are required to purchase a 
ticket to participate.

WHAT IS NOT CONSIDERED GAMBLING  
Participants in any of the following activities are not 
considered gambling: 
(1) Agreements to compensate for loss caused by the 
happening of chance including without limitation contracts 
of indemnity or guaranty and life or health or accident 
insurance. Example: golf tournament where you purchase 
insurance for a hole in one contest.

(2) Offers of prizes, awards or compensation to the actual 
contestants in any bona fide contest for the determination of 
skill, speed, strength or endurance entered in such contest. 

(3) Raffles and other games of chance when conducted 
by a 501(c)(3) organization or not-for-profit organization 
when conducted in accordance with the Raffles and Poker 

Run Act. You must have the appropriate permit approved 
by your town, city, village, or county. This includes youth 
programs (e.g., Little League) who obtain a permit to 
participate in a fundraiser that defers the cost for that 
program.

(4) The game commonly known as “bingo” when 
conducted in accordance with the Bingo License and Tax 
Act. You must have the appropriate permit required by the 
Illinois Department of Revenue.

(5) Possession of an antique slot machine that is neither 
used nor intended to be used in the operation or promotion 
of any unlawful gambling activity or enterprise. Possession 
of playing cards for the purpose of playing card games for 
recreation. 

(6) Charitable games when conducted in accordance with 
the Charitable Games Act. You must have the appropriate 
permit required by the Illinois Department of Revenue. 

(7) Pull tabs and jar games when conducted under the 
Illinois Pull Tabs and Jar Games Act.

(8) Games of skill or chance where money or other things 
of value can be won but no payment or purchase is 
required to participate, which are conducted in accordance 
with the Prizes and Gifts Act. If charging an entry fee for 
all you can eat food with drink package and intend to 
give away prizes or other things of value to customers, 
we recommend there be an alternative free method of 
entry that is documented in Sweepstakes Rules. You 
may give away a sweepstakes ticket or square for the 
chance to win money, prizes or other things of value so 
long as there is no fee to participate. Displaying sports/
tournament brackets is permissible as long as there are 
no pools, wagering, betting or exchanging of money. It is 
encouraged to use the word “sweepstakes” rather than 
“raffle” and to always have Sweepstakes Rules available.
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